Case xxx.
The Landskrona ”cigar” - meteor or...?

Time: May 24, at about 02.20-02.30
Places: Landskrona (Skåne), Karlskrona (Blekinge) and other places in south Sweden and Denmark.

The second series of sightings from the night between May 23 and 24 centered on south-Sweden and Denmark. The prime sighting, which may be regarded as having started the whole ghost rocket wave, occured in Landskrona. 

Although, in their texts, most newspapers were skeptical, media headlines now started to use descriptions like ”rocket bombs” (Landskrona Posten and Aftonbladet), ”remote-directed bombs” (Morgon Tidningen and Aftontidningen), ”projectile” (Expressen) and ”the V-bomb” (Göteborgs-Tidningen).

xxx-1. ”NIGHT WORKERS TOOK SHELTER FROM ”THE ROCKET BOMB” IN LANDSKRONA. Was the sky phenomenon over Landskrona the night on Friday a rocket bomb or a fireball with tail, or what was it? Quite a number of persons seem to have observed the phenomenon... Among the trustworthy observers are two night-watchmen and a repairman at the sugar factory. The later person says that he, at the time in question [2.20 in the night], was on the 5th floor of the sugar factory when the body, which he descibes as like a log, at the most 1,5 meters long and 30 cm in diameter, appeared in his field of vision. 

”He didn´t have the time for more detailed observations because, when the object started to throw sparks, he became scared of an explosion and saught shelter. He had the time, however, to see that first it fired off three ”rockets” and after some second yet another one [decomposition of a meteor?]. The trajectory was definitely horizontal and went almost straight for Copenhagen [in a southwesterly direction from Landskrona]. Earlier in the night red lights had been observed in the northeastern sky [this may have been the midnight meteor, see previous case].” (Aftonbladet, May 25 [Defence Staff files]).

More details are found in Dagens Nyheter: ”..A repairman, who was at an altitude of 35 meters, saw it [the object] against the sky as a wingless, cigar-shaped body, the size of a small airplane, intermittently emitting bunches of sparks from the stern. All observers report that the body flew at an altitude of about 100 meters at the speed of an ordinary airplane and with a southwesterly direction. The DN correspondent managed, late tonight, to contact the repairman who did the observation. He had been on the 5th floor of the sugar factory... [continues with the same info as in Aftonbladet]. (Dagens Nyheter, May 25; also a TT newswire)  

Aftontidningen (and also Expressen) hinted that the witnesses were not in agreement on what was really seen: ”...two night-watchmen wanted it [the phenomenon] to be a fireball with tail, a repairman saw the the phenomenon as a wingless, cigar-shaped body...” (Aftontidningen, May 27; Expressen, May 25).

Expressen interviewed the police superintendent at Landskrona, Gösta Ahlbeck, who stated that he had not seen the cigar-shaped fire-thrower himself. Noone in the police force had, yet one [the police] does not think it is a mistake, and that it probably was some kind of a projectile. (Expressen, May 25).

Dagens Nyheter speculated that the 240 km action radius of V1 bombs had been considerably improved by the Americans: ”Although one should take the information about the wingless, fire-spitting flight over Landskrona with caution, it is quite possible that what people see are V1-bombs, which the Russians shoot off from some test station on the Baltic coast. This is what an air expert...says... The whole of Germany has, says the expert, been combed by the occupation powers, for robot bomb materials and eager tests are going on... What the Landskrona witness saw, intermittent sparks from the stern, fits with the way the V1 works. The witness has estimated the length of the observed projectile at much less than the 6-7 meters of the V1-bomb, but this is easy to mistake yourself on.” (Dagens Nyheter, May 26)

But astronomers were skeptics: ”- It is quite conceivable that it was a phenomenon of meteoric character, says one of the Saltsjöbaden [observatory] astronomers. That one [somebody] says that it was observed at 100 meters altitude means nothing, since  estimates of distance are nearly always wrong when it comes to meteors. It once happened that a person called us to report a meteor crashing behind the Östra Station [the Eastern railway station in Stockholm]. It appeared that the meteor had been seen all the way between Gävle and Kalmar. As a rule meteors are visible as ”fireballs” at 50 to 60 km altitude, but this does not prevent almost everyone to see them sweep over the house-roofs. You always estimate the altitude falsely.” (Expressen, May 25). 

Göteborgs-Tidningen provided other details: ”The light phenomenon over Landskrona...has not yet received any explanation. The three persons, who have seen [it]...were all employed by the same company. It was only one of them, a repairman...who could describe the phenomenon in detail after looking out of a window...neither has any of the night-watchmen employed in the town by Förenade Vakt seen the phenomenon. Many in Landskrona and surrounding areas think it was a [piece of] firework.... Some believe that it was an airplane, on a much greater altitude than that stated, and that it was heading for Copenhagen...” (Göteborgs-Tidningen, May 25).
     
With the intention of trying to find the original witnesses at Landskrona, particularly the repairman at the sugar factory, Anders Liljegren traced the original Landskrona-Posten article with the help of a local library. It is apparent, from the article in Landskrona-Posten that the local newspaper made a direct interview with the repairman, but never published his name. Their version is essentially the same as that published by Aftonbladet.  

Landskrona wasn´t the only sighting place. Pieced together with other reports, the phenomenon looks more and more like a meteor that traversed south-Sweden on a southwesterly course, aiming for the skies of southern Denmark and northern Germany:

xxx-2. LIGHT PHENOMENON ALSO IN EKSJÖ. The mysterious light phenomenon which has been sighted in Landskrona the night on Friday, was also to be seen over Eksjö, according to what a credible person has told this editorial office. The witness had at about half past two in the night seen a large ”star” moving across the heavens with the formation of sparks after it. To the observer it looked as if one of ”the sparks” fell to the ground. ”The star” and the bunch of sparks continued its aerial trajectory, however.” (Smålands Dagblad, May 27). 

xxx-3. A NEW MYSTERIOUS ”FIREBALL” OVER A NAVAL YARD. Karlskrona, Monday (Expressen). As noted before, a person at the naval yard of Karlskrona observed, the night on Friday [at about 2.00 hours, according to the Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad], a flying object which could be a meteor. The witness thought that the ”heavenly body” went very low. It came from the north and disappeared in [over] Hasslölandet [in the southwest]. It was viewed for about half-a-minute and a powerful rain of sparks was noted from ”the tail”...” (Expressen, May 27; also in Morgon Tidningen, May 27 [Thomas Bullard: The Airship File]).   

The main (social democratic) newspaper in the naval town of Karlskrona took a strong side in the debate: ”On Sunday several persons, who, during the war years, observed the flying bombs over Blekinge [German V-1:s and V-2:s crossed over and even crashed in Blekinge], conveyed the hypothesis that it now evidently is the question of new remotely controlled bombs. The hypothesis does not lack substance and it will be interesting to see if the phenomenon continues and what the sightings, in that case, will lead to. Evidently it is experiments in the Baltic with some new secret weapon.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, [morning paper] May 27; same text also appeared in the afternoon newspaper Expressen, the same day)

xxx-4. B. Kinnman, chief of staff at the Kungl. Skånska Trängkåren (T4) regiment at Hässleholm wrote the following report, on May 25, to the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department: 

”In connection with the enclosed article from Sydsvenska Dagbladet on May 25 [on the Landskrona case] I herewith have the honour of reporting the following concerning observations made by a person living here in Hässleholm. That person is [railway] engine driver Malte Särlöv, Kyrkgatan 18 b, Hässleholm.

”On May 25 [probably May 24] at 02.10, S. observed a cigar-shaped object, moving at about 300 m altitude in a southwesterly direction of flight. The speed was incredibly high, and S. could only watch the object for about 10 seconds. He estimated the speed at 600 km/h. Quite a distance behind the object´s stern a powerful burst of sparks was thrown out at uneven intervals. The duration of each burst of sparks was very short, about 1/10 of a second. Between the bursts a thick smoke developed. 

”The object passed Hässleholm at a distance of 2-3 kilometres in direction towards the northern shore of the [lake] Finjasjön. S. is prepared to [personally] verify this information.  On order. B. Kinnman, chief of staff.” (Defence Staff files).

When Anders Liljegren attempted to trace Mr. Särlöv (born January 10, 1907) in the autumn of 1986 he was then deleted from the file of Swedish citizens. Probably he was dead.

And the Landskrona object continued into Denmark...

xxx-5. The following wire from Expressens Copenhagen correspondent was published on June 4 and is most likely a Danish sighting of the Landskrona fireball: ”DANISH COUPLE SAW MYSTERIOUS FIREBALL. The mysterious fireballs which, during the latest times [recent weeks], have been observed at several places in Sweden, have now also been spotted in Denmark. A yeoman in the Ringsted area on Sjaelland [to the westsouthwest of Copenhagen] observed at about 03.30 hours [Denmark has the same time zone as Sweden] one morning as he went to work a luminous object in the sky. He called to his wife and at first the two thought it was a comet [meteor], but then agreed that it went to slowly. They didn´t think further on the matter and only a couple of days later did they read a message in a newspaper about the fireballs over Sweden. Then it was clear to them that it was one of these, since it corresponded to the [Swedish] descriptions. The yeoman could follow the fireball or bomb for a long time before it disappeared, and in this time it developed a sea of sparks at two times.”  [Comment: This case was not found by Willy Wegner who collected and wrote about the Danish cases].

xxx-6. Yet another sighting in Denmark was reported, via AP, in Morgon Tidningen (MT), May 29 [from Thomas Bullard, The Airship File]: ”The same night that people in Landskrona saw a flying object which flew towards the southwest at 100 m altitude, a border guard in Denmarks southern-lying parish, at Tönder [close to the German border, near the North Sea], made a similar discovery. At 3 o´clock at night the guard saw a bright light, followed by a tail, which very rapidly sailed on a path from east to west, reports the Berlingske Aftenavis.” [This case was published by Dagens Nyheter, May 28, as having occured at 23.00 hours on Monday, May 27. From our sources it is obvious that it is the same sighting and that the MT version is to be prefered before the shorter DN item.] 

xxx-7. More than two months later yet a third report from Denmark filtered through which, with high probability, concerned the May 24 fireball: ”A Falck firefighter [Falck is a Danish private firefighter and ambulance service] from Aarhus [on Jylland/Jutland] reported, on August 2, a two month old sighting to the Jyllands-Posten, which he had made with a few fellows. Q: - Where was it?  A: - Near Gjessing on the old road between Horsens and Aarhus. I had gone to Gjessing with a fellow to meet a man from Falck in Horsens. It was half past three in the night, but it was bright and very clear weather as I suddenly saw something coming from the north gliding over our heads.

”It looked like a rocket and had a very high speed. Following the rocket was a smoke-stream, which remained in the sky for about a minute. The rocket disappeared in a southerly direction. Q: - What did you think it was?  A: We discussed that maybe it was a comet, but since the messages from Sweden spoke about remarkable rockets and bombs, we agreed that it must have been one of the same type which had gone astray over Jylland.  Q: - You didn´t tell anyone about your sighting?  A: - No, some time had passed before we compared the findings in Sweden to what we had seen, but after the rocket on Sjaelland it seems that we should talk about what we saw that night.” 



Map of south Sweden and Denmark with projected trajectory of May 24 fireball.








Conclusion: A fireball trajectory with Eksjö, Karlskrona, Hässleholm, Landskrona, Ringsted, Gjessing and Tönder as observation points is most likely. Witnesses in five out of six places report a spark-throwing object on (generally) a southwesterly course. All six reports mention this (general) direction of flight. 

In retrospect, the case for a ”cigar-shaped”, structured object over Landskrona rests only on the words of one single witness, the [anonymous] repairman at the sugar factory. As we shall see from the coming months of the ghost rocket wave, many other people made the same kind of mistake. The two other witnesses at Landskrona experienced a meteor, as did observers at Eksjö, Karlskrona, Ringsted and Tönder. The observer at Ängelholm was influenced by the wording of an article on the Landskrona sighting to report a cigar-shaped object, The Danish witnesses at Gjessing were probably influenced by the intense media coverage of the incidents when they reported their sighting, a few months later. 

Status: Probable meteor
Sources: see above.

